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Department of Health and Human Services
launched the 24-hour-a-day, toll-free Na-
tional Domestic Violence Hotline, 1–800–
797–SAFE, so that those in trouble can find
out how to get emergency help, find shelter,
or report abuse. To date, the hotline has re-
ceived more than 118,000 calls from all 50
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. We also initiated
an Advisory Council on Violence Against
Women to bring together experts in the field,
including representatives from law enforce-
ment, business, health and human services,
and advocates, to focus national attention on
successful, multifaceted solutions to combat-
ing violence and sexual assault.

We cannot simply rest on past efforts. My
Administration is continuing its work to pre-
vent domestic violence and to care for survi-
vors in their communities and workplaces.
We are committed to strengthening the
health care system’s ability to screen, treat,
prevent, and eliminate family violence by
supporting training of health care providers
and projects to assist those in the substance
abuse field to address domestic violence. We
are working to improve collaboration be-
tween human services providers, advocates,
and the criminal justice community to en-
hance responses to domestic violence. The
Department of Health and Human Services
is sponsoring projects and programs to co-
ordinate community responses to domestic
violence, to focus on youth and children who
witness violence, and to link child protection
services with community providers who work
with abused women and their children.

Finally, as a further enhancement of my
1995 directive to all Federal departments
and agencies to conduct employee awareness
campaigns on domestic violence, the Office
of Personnel Management is producing a
guide to help agency representatives develop
programs to prevent and respond to all types
of workplace violence against Federal em-
ployees, including domestic violence. This
guide, drafted by experts in the areas of men-
tal health, investigations, law enforcement,
threat assessment, and employee relations,
will serve as a useful tool in providing step-
by-step information to identify, prevent, and
respond to violence so that we can protect
those in the Federal work force.

I encourage the private sector to expand
its role in preventing and eliminating domes-
tic violence. We must also strengthen coordi-
nated efforts between the public and private
sectors to combat domestic violence in the
home, the community, and the workplace.
These efforts must ensure that no survivor
of domestic violence lives in isolation and
that the families of victims also have our sup-
port. No child should have to live in an abu-
sive home. No woman should live in fear in
her home, on the streets, or on the job. Only
through a national commitment to this effort
can we stop domestic violence and ensure
that its survivors are safe.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 1997 as
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. I call upon government officials, law
enforcement agencies, health professionals,
educators, community leaders, and the
American people to join together to end the
domestic violence that threatens so many of
our people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 6.

Remarks Announcing a Food Safety
Initiative and an Exchange With
Reporters
October 2, 1997

The President. Thank you Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary Shalala, Deputy Secretary
Rominger, Cathie Woteki, Dr. Friedman, all
the representatives of the groups that have
helped us come to this day.

Our Government made a fundamental
promise to the American people of a bounti-
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ful and safe food supply way back at the be-
ginning of this century. It is a promise that
we have had to renew our commitment to
periodically over the years and a promise that
needed a lot of work when I became Presi-
dent. From the day I took office, I worked
very hard to honor that commitment, to
make our food supply the world’s safest, even
safer.

In 1993, the Vice President’s National Per-
formance Review recommended an overhaul
of our food safety procedures so that we
could use the best scientific technology avail-
able in inspection methods to make sure that
we had put in the best preventive controls
to keep our food supply the world’s safest.

Since then, we have taken major steps. We
first put in place rigorous new safety stand-
ards for seafood, meat, and poultry products,
throwing out archaic and ineffective methods
of inspection that had not been updated for
nearly a century. We’ve required slaughter-
houses to test for deadly E. coli and sal-
monella bacteria. We’ve begun developing
new safety standards for fruit and vegetable
juices. We’ve strengthened our system of
guaranteeing that our drinking water will re-
main safe and improved public health protec-
tions for pesticide uses on food. And we
brought a host of Federal agencies together
to boost food safety research, education, and
surveillance efforts around our Nation. In so
doing, we’re using the world’s best science
to help prevent food contamination tragedies
before they happen, to make sure our supply
of food is as safe as it can be.

Today, our food supply remains the
world’s safest, but we can’t rest on those ac-
complishments. We have to do more. At the
time when Americans are eating more and
more food from around the globe, we must
spare no effort to ensure the safety of our
food supply from whatever source.

Today, I want to tell you the new steps
we’re taking to ensure that our fruits and
vegetables, including those imported from
other countries, meet the highest health and
safety standards. First, I’m asking Congress
to give the Food and Drug Administration
the power and the obligation to ban the im-
portation of fruits, vegetables, and other
foods from countries whose safety pre-
cautions do not meet American standards.

This new law would be similar to a law that
already requires the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture to keep meat and poultry
from countries with inferior food safety sys-
tems out of our stores.

In my next budget, I will provide enough
funds to ensure that the FDA can fully im-
plement this new legislation by dramatically
expanding its international food inspection
force. With these efforts, we can make sure
that no fruits and vegetables cross our bor-
ders, enter our ports, or reach our dinner
tables without meeting the same strict stand-
ards as those grown here in America. Our
food safety system is the strongest in the
world, and that’s how it’s going to stay.

I’m also directing the Secretary of Health
and Human Services and the Secretary of
Agriculture to work together in close co-
operation with the agricultural community to
develop the first-ever specific safety stand-
ards for the growing, processing, shipping,
and selling of fruits and vegetables. These
standards will address potential food safety
problems throughout the production and dis-
tribution system, and they’ll improve the
sanitation and safety practices of all those
seeking to sell produce in the United States
market.

I’m asking Secretary Shalala and Glickman
to report back to me within 90 days with a
complete schedule for developing these
standards within a year. I’ll also ask them to
submit a comprehensive plan to improve the
monitoring of food safety programs abroad,
to help foreign countries upgrade their safety
precautions and toughen food inspections at
the border.

Being a parent is perhaps the toughest job
in the world. Our parents deserve the peace
of mind that comes from knowing the food
they set before their children is safe. With
today’s new actions, we can help make their
jobs much easier.

And, again, let me thank all of those who
were involved in this effort as I sign this
order. Thank you very much.

[At this point, the President signed the memo-
randum.]

The President. Thanks.
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Appropriations Legislation
Q. Mr. President, will you be using the

line item veto——
The President. Excuse me?
Q. Will you be using the line item veto

on any of the appropriations bills that you’ve
just passed—that you’ve just signed?

The President. Well, let me say, I have
received only—I’ve received one memoran-
dum from my staff on one bill. And that came
in late last night, so I haven’t read it. But
I will consider it—as the bills come in, I will
ask for a review of the potential uses by spe-
cific bill and make judgments as we go along.
I have nothing to report at this time, because
I have received only one memorandum, and
I haven’t read it.

2000 Decennial Census
Q. What about the census, sir? Do you

have any concerns concerning the Com-
merce bill and the particular ways that the
money will be used for the census?

The President. Well, my feeling is that
we ought to do the census as well as we can.
I don’t think this is a complicated issue. The
National Science Foundation has rec-
ommended this statistical sampling method.
The man who did President Bush’s census
says that it’s the only way to get the most
accurate count. I just want to do whatever
the Census Bureau believes, the full-time
professionals believe is the most accurate
thing to do.

I think that’s a heavy constitutional respon-
sibility we have, to conduct a census that is
as accurate as possible based on what the
professionals say. This ought to be a profes-
sional, not a political judgment. And that’s
the position I will take throughout.

Q. Mr. President, did the Democratic
Party send money to the States because of
Federal election law restrictions?

Q. Mr. President, there are fresh fruit and
vegetable producers that are saying——

The President. Well, wait a minute. I’ll
take both of them. Go ahead first.

Food Safety
Q. There are fresh fruit and vegetable pro-

ducers that are saying that you’re acting with
this action as the world food police and that
your actions here today are unwarranted and

that’s going to complicate the trade environ-
ment.

The President. Well, I hope it doesn’t
complicate the trade environment. But you
know, it seems to me that we have no higher
responsibility than to protect the health and
safety of our citizens, and everyone who has
been following all of your reporting over the
last 4 or 5 years knows that we have had con-
tinuing challenges in food safety. We have
millions of people who get sick every year.
And we’re not trying to unfairly target foreign
producers of food into our market. We don’t
ask them to meet any standards we don’t
meet. And indeed, if you look at the actions
of this administration over the last 4 years,
when we started, I think you can make a
compelling case that we started working on
things that were problems coming out of the
American market first. So I just don’t think
that’s right.

I don’t want it to complicate the trade en-
vironment, but I’m not interested in trade
in things that will make the American people
sick.

1996 Campaign Financing
Q. Mr. President, did the Democratic Na-

tional Committee send money to the States
in order to get around the Federal spending
limits that went along with accepting Federal
money for the national campaign, sir?

The President. It’s my understanding that
everything the Democratic National Com-
mittee did had the prior approval of the law-
yers. If they cleared it all in advance, then
it was perfectly legal. And when this issue
was raised about a year ago, the exact issue,
I believe that that was clarified at that time.
I’m sure that they had legal advice that they
followed, and I believe the Republicans said
that they did some of the same things and
also had prior legal clearance.

Q. Mr. Clinton, do you feel that Mrs.
Reno—she’s been advised to go forward with
the 90-day investigation into the fundraising
calls of the Vice President—and perhaps Mr.
Gore would like to comment, too——

The President. I think that——
Q. ——do you feel that the 90-day inves-

tigation would be helpful?
The President. Well, if you read the stat-

ute, she can consider certain things in the
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90-day period that are not permitted in the
30-day period. But I think this is a legal ques-
tion, and it should be done based on an inde-
pendent legal review with no pressure from
the outside, from me or from anyone else.
And that’s the way I intend to keep it, at
least on my part.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Memorandum on the Food Safety
Initiative
October 2, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, the Secretary of
Agriculture

Subject: Initiative to Ensure the Safety of
Imported and Domestic Fruits and
Vegetables

American consumers today enjoy the
safest food supply in the world, and I am
proud of my Administration’s record in this
area. We have taken significant steps to en-
sure that we maintain the safest food pos-
sible. We have put in place improved safety
standards for meat, poultry, and seafood
products, and we have begun the process of
developing enhanced safety standards for
fruit and vegetable juices. We have also ex-
panded research, education, and surveillance
activities through coordinated efforts of all
agencies involved in food safety issues. To-
gether, these measures will greatly improve
the safety of the Nation’s food supply.

We need to build on these efforts, and
today I ask you to do so by focusing on the
safety of fruits and vegetables. Although the
produce Americans eat is very safe, we can
and must do even better, especially at a time
when Americans are eating more fruits and
vegetables from all over the world. Last year,
38 percent of the fruit and 12 percent of the
vegetables consumed by Americans came
from overseas. We must ensure that fruits
and vegetables coming from abroad are as
safe as those produced in the United States,
especially as we upgrade our own domestic
standards.

To help accomplish this task, I plan to send
to the Congress proposed legislation that will
require the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) to halt imports of fruits, vegetables,
or other food from any foreign country whose
food safety systems and standards are not on
par with those of the United States. This leg-
islation, which will be similar to existing law
requiring the USDA to halt the importation
of meat and poultry from such countries, will
enable the FDA to prevent the importation
of potentially unsafe foreign produce. My
Fiscal Year 1999 budget will provide the nec-
essary funds to enable the FDA to expand
dramatically its international food inspection
force. With this greatly increased ability to
inspect food safety conditions abroad and at
points of entry, the FDA will be able to de-
termine when to halt the importation of fruits
and vegetables from foreign countries.

Today, I hereby direct two administrative
actions that will better ensure the safety of
fruits and vegetables coming from abroad,
while continuing to improve the safety of do-
mestic produce.

First, I direct the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, in partnership with the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and in close cooperation
with the agricultural community, to issue
within 1 year from the date of this memoran-
dum, guidance on good agricultural practices
and good manufacturing practices for fruits
and vegetables. This guidance should address
ways to prevent potential sources of contami-
nation, should take into account differences
in both crops and regions, and should address
food safety issues throughout the food pro-
duction and distribution system. By provid-
ing the first-ever specific safety standards for
fruits and vegetables, the guidance will im-
prove the agricultural and manufacturing
practices of all those seeking to sell produce
in the U.S. market. To ensure that this guid-
ance has the widest possible effect, I also di-
rect the development of coordinated out-
reach and educational activities.

Second, I direct the Secretary of Health
and Human Services and the Secretary of
Agriculture, to report back to me within 90
days from the date of this memorandum with
a status report and complete schedule for the
good agricultural and manufacturing prac-
tices, and a plan on how to improve the mon-
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